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LETTERS TO EDITOR 

TUZLA ENT SCHOOL

Fuad Brkić

Education and continuous training of medical personnel is imperative for successful 
work in this field. The tradition of organizing gatherings where education and 
experience exchange of experts in the field of otorhinolaryngology is carried out 
at our clinic has been going on for over thirty years. Given that the organization of 
professional and scientific gatherings has become regular in our clinic in recent years, 
we decided to try to establish the “Tuzla ENT School”, an informal institution whose 
aim is the continuous education of medical staff dealing with otorhinolaryngology. This 
school takes place through various meetings, seminars, workshops, video conferences 
and other forms of education. As a special type of education, we must mention the 
published books and contents, the authors of which are employees of our clinic.

Start of school...

In the fall of 1979, an ENT meeting of the ENT section of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
was held in Tuzla on the topic “Tonsillar problem”. The meeting was very successful 
and attended, because the focus of the topic was the immunological significance of 
tonsils and the modern approach to indications for tonsilloadenoidectomy. Ten years 
later (1989), a meeting of the section of maxillofacial surgeons and plastic surgeons 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina was held in Tuzla. Organized by our clinic and school for 
students with special needs in Tuzla, in 1988, a significant gathering of “Verbotonal 
Days” was held in Tuzla for two days, and the participants were from all over the former 
Yugoslavia. The bearers of the topics were distinguished experts from the SUVAG 
Institute (Zagreb), led by academician Prof. Dr. Petar Guberina.
The development of information technology and telecommunications has led to the 
possibility of communication between people over long distances. Our clinic organized 
three video conferences: The University Center for the Development of Distance 
Learning (UCDED) of the University of Tuzla (www.untz.ba) created the technical 
prerequisites for video conferences with the whole world. Using this resource, our 
clinic managed to organize the first video conference held on May 20, 2003 through 
this center with Vienna (Austria), and the special guest lecturer was Prof. Dr. Dieter 
Wollf Baumgartner from the AKH ENT clinic in Vienna. The lectures of the eminent 
expert from Vienna in Tuzla were followed by students of the Faculty of Medicine 
and Faculty of Defectology (more than 80 in total), and at the end of the lecture 
questions were asked by Prof. Baumgartner. On May 20, 2005, a video conference was 
held between UCDED Tuzla and the English Embassy in Belgrade, Serbia. Tuzla was 
attended by students of the Faculty of Medicine and Special Education in Tuzla, and 
at the English Embassy in Belgrade, teachers of the Faculty of Special Education in 
Belgrade (Serbia) and other special education teachers from Belgrade. The lecturer 
was Dr. Dagmar Herrmanova from the Czech Republic, and the topic was “Cochlear 
implantation in children with multiple disabilities”. The lecturer was at the English 
Embassy in Belgrade, and the listeners from Tuzla asked questions to the lecturer 
and other participants in Belgrade (http://www.ucded.untz.ba/medel_pred.htm). On 
May 10, 2006, the ENT clinic in Tuzla, through UCDED, established a connection with 
the operating room in Marseille (France) and Manchester (England), thus monitoring 
two operational interventions via video link with the possibility of interactive 
participation. This project was called “Live International Otolaryngology Network” 
(“LION”) and included 11 ENT clinics in the world, including our clinic.
After these meetings, our clinic continues with the organization of expert meetings. 
Such a meeting was “FUNCTIONAL ENDOSCOPIC SINUS-FESS SURGERY” (March 
28-29, 2002). The seminar was attended by about 30 participants, otolaryngologists 
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from the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
The lecturers were Dr. Tomislav Badouin and Prof. 
Dr. Kalogjera from the ENT Clinic Clinical Hospital 
Center “Sestre milosrdnice” Zagreb. The next meeting 
organized by our clinic was “MED-EL COMBI 40+ 
FITTING SEMINAR”. The seminar was attended by 
about 50 participants (otolaryngologists, audiologists 
and speech therapists). The topic of the seminar was the 
adjustment of the cochlear implant after implantation, 
and this was the first seminar of its kind in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.
After these meetings, our clinic started regularly, at 
least once a year, to organize a gathering dedicated 
to education. In the beginning, we organized these 
meetings together with colleagues from the ENT clinic 
from Rijeka (Croatia), and very quickly we got involved 
by organizing these meetings and provided great help 
to colleagues from Türkiye. On the occasion of our 
school’s ten years of operation, we feel the need to 
thank all colleagues who have contributed to our school 
with their work. Here we must especially highlight 
our colleagues, who made the greatest contribution 
to the work of our school: Prof. Dr. Radan Starčević 
(Rijeka), Prof. Dr. Darko Manestar (Rijeka) and 
Prof. Dr. Mahmut Tayyar Kalcioglu (Istanbul). Their 
participation in organizing the work of our school 
was invaluable. In the following sections of this happy 
story, we have presented you with a list of all seminars 
held so far (from 2007 to 2017), listed the names of all 
lecturers at our seminars and workshops, and finally 
gave the names of the topics of lectures and workshops 
in this period. We hope that we will persevere in our 
efforts and that our “Tuzla ENT School” will continue 
its successful work and spread of knowledge in the field 
of otorhinolaryngology.
After the outbreak of the “COVID-19” pandemic, the 
school temporarily stopped working, only to resume its 
work again in 2023, with the organization of the XIV 
“Tuzla ENT School”. The lecturers at this gathering 
were: Prof. Dr. Aleksandar Perić (Belgrade), Assoc. 
Prof. Elvir Zvrko (Podgorica), Assoc. Prof. Aleksandra 
Aleksić (Banja Luka), Assoc. Prof.  Alija Gežo (Sarajevo), 
Prof. Dr. Svetlana Mujagić (Tuzla), and Prof. Dr. Šekib 
Umihanić (Tuzla).
As part of the celebration of 70 years of work of the 
ENT clinic Tuzla, a seminar was held under the name 
“Audiological and Phoniatric Days” (May, 2024).

LIST OF SEMMINARS

1.	 TONSILLAR PROBLEM (1979)
2.	 VERBOTONAL DAYS (1989)
3.	 FUNCTIONAL ENDOSCOPIC SINUS SURGERY 

(2002) 
4.	 VIDEOCONFERENCE TUZLA-VIENNA (2003)
5.	 „MED-EL COMBI 40+“ SEMMINAR (2003)
6.	 VIDEOCONFERENCE TUZLA-BELGRADE (2005)
7.	 LIVE INTERNATIONAL OTOLARYNGOLOGY 

NETWORK „LION“  (2006)

8.	 REHABILITATION OF CHILDREN WITH CO-
CHLEAR IMPLANT (2007)

9.	 ALLERGIC RHINITIS: DIAGNOSIS AND THER-
APY (2008)

10.	 VERTIGO: DIAGNOSIS AND THERAPY (2008)
11.	 HEARING AIDS (2008)
12.	 EAR SURGERY (2009)
13.	 ALLERGIC RHINITIS IN CHILDREN (2009)
14.	 COMMUNICATION AFTER LARYNGECTOMY: 

DR ERIC BLOOM’S LECTURE (2009)
15.	 ALLERGIC RHINITIS AND ASTHMA (2010)
16.	 DYSDPHAGIA: DIAGNOSIS, CAUSES, TREAT-

MENT AND REHABILITATION (2010)
17.	 PRACTICAL COURSE ON THE BASICS OF THE 

FUNCTIONAL ENDONASAL ENDOSCOPIC SI-
NUS SURGERY (FESS) (2010)

18.	 PRACTICAL COURSE ON THE FUNCTIONAL 
ENDONASAL ENDOSCOPIC SINUS SURGERY 
(FESS) AND 3D-NAVIGATION SYSTEM  (2011)

19.	 1st TURKIYE-CROATIA-BOSNIA AND HERZEGO-
VINA ENT MEETING (2012)

20.	 2nd TURKIYE-CROATIA-BOSNIA AND HERZE-
GOVINA ENT MEETING (2013)

21.	 3rd TURKIYE-CROATIA-BOSNIA AND HERZE-
GOVINA ENT MEETING (2014)

22.	 4th TURKIYE-CROATIA-BOSNIA AND HERZE-
GOVINA ENT MEETING (2015)

23.	 5th TURKIYE-CROATIA-BOSNIA AND HERZE-
GOVINA ENT MEETING (2016)

24.	 6th TURKIYE-CROATIA-BOSNIA AND HERZE-
GOVINA–SERBIA ENT MEETING (2017)

25.	 TINNITUS AND DECREASED SOUND TOL-
ERANCE: CURRENT STATUS AND FUTURE 
TRENDS (2018)

26.	 RHINOSINUSOGENIC DISEASES (2022)
27.	 XIII Tuzla ENT School (2023)
28.	 70 YEARS OF ENT CLINIC TUZLA, BOSNIA AND 

HERCEGOVINA (2024)

A LIST OF LECTURERS: 

1.	 CROATIA: Prof. Dr. Radan Starčević, Prof. Dr. 
Darko Manestar, Prof. Dr. Mitja Velepič,  Prof. 
dr Ranko Mladina, prof. dr Drago Prgomet, Prof. 
Dr. Damir Gortan,  Prof. Dr. Boris Salaj, Prof.  Dr. 
Livije Kalogjera, Prof. Dr. Neda Aberle, Prof. Dr. 
Davorin Đanić, Dr. Robert Tićac, Assoc. Prof. 
Dubravka Matanić-Lender; Dr. Gorazd Poje, Dr. 
Katarina Vuković, Dr. Tamara Živković-Ivanović; 
Assoc. Prof.  Siniša Maslovara, Prof. Dr. Robert 
Trotić, Assoc. Prof. Ratko Prstačić.

2.	 TURKIYE: Prof. Dr. Emeritus Cumhur Ertekin, 
Prof. Dr. Mustafa Gerek, Assoc. Prof. Hakan 
Birkent, Prof. Dr. Mahmut Tayyar Kalcioglu, Prof. 
Dr. Metin Onerci, Prof. Dr. Lokman Uzun, Assoc. 
Prof.  Erkan Karatas, Prof. Dr. Yuksel Toplu, Prof. 
Dr. Sertac Yetiser, Prof. Dr. Levent Ozluoglu, Prof. 
Dr. Necdet Ardic, Dr. Berina Slipčević

3.	 SLOVAKIA: Prof. Dr. Milan Profant
4.	 SLOVENIA: Pof. Dr. Janez Rebol, Tomaž Maver
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5.	 THE USA: Dr. Eric Blom, Prof. Dr. Pawel Jastreboff 
6.	 AUSTRIA: Prof. Dr. Walter Klepetko, Eng. Mica-

hel Morgner, Eng Karl Heinz-Wolf, Joanna Brach-
meier; Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Gstottner, Prof. Dr. Di-
eter Wolf Baumgartner, Prof. Dr. Astrid  Magele, 
Prof. Dr. Gregor Heiduschka, Priv. doz. Faris Brkić, 
Prof. Dr. Christoph Arnoldner.

7.	 GERMANY: Dr. Ulrike Frank 
8.	 ITALIA: Dr. Gabriele Molteni
9.	 MALAYSIA: Dr. Zuraida Zainun 
10.	 MONTE NEGRO: Prof. Dr. Elvir Zvrko
11.	 SERBIA: Prof. Dr. Branimir Nestorović, Dr. Marko 

Sente, Bojan Sotirov, Maja Mirić, Prof. Dr. Alek-
sandar Perić, Prof. Dr. Nenad Arsović 

12.	 NORTH MACEDONIA: Dr. Nikolica Cekić, Prof. 
Dr. Nikola Nikolovski

13.	 SWEDEN: Prof. Dr. Esma Idrizbegović
14.	 BOSNIA AND HERCEGOVINA: Prof. Dr. Fuad 

Brkić, Prof. Dr. Šekib Umihanić, Prof. Dr. Jasminka 
Alagić-Smailbegović, Prof. Nevzeta Salihović,  Prof. 
Ismet Kurtagić,  Prof. Dr. Sanja Špirić,  Dr. Irena 
Pehar, PhD  Lejla Pirić, MSc. Šeherzada Salihbašić, 
Assoc. Prof. Alija Gežo, Prof. Dr. Ediba Saračević, 
Assoc. Prof. Sead Jamakosmanović, Prof. Dr. Samir 
Delibegović, Prof. Dr. Haris Huseinagić, Dr. Aldina 
Ahmetagić, Prof. Dr. Samra Mujačić, Prof. Dr.  
Nihad Mešanović, Assoc. Prof.  Zihnet  Selimbašić, 
Prof. Dr. Husnija Hasanbegović, Assoc. Prof.  Alma 
Avdić, Almira Hurić, MSc., Dr. Aleksandra Aleksić, 
Prof. Dr. Svetlana Mujagić, Dr. Josip Lesko
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